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list of 1876 illustrates the subjects over which control Chapter

was long exercised: divorce; the grant of any sum   __1

to the Governor; paper currency; differential duties;
matters contrary to treaty rights; interference with the
discipline of imperial forces; bills previously refused
assent or disallowed; and bills of an extraordinary
nature and importance affecting the prerogative, or the
interests of British subjects not resident in the colony,
or British trade and shipping. But the assent might be
given if a suspending clause were inserted, or in case of
urgency where no treaty right or repugnancy to Eng-
lish law was involved. The Australian States have a
similar list, omitting differential duties and interference
with imperial forces, and the rule of reservation is
subject to the possibility of obtaining prior authority
to assent. In the provinces the Governor-General does
notnowissue instructions to the Lieutenant-Governors;
any control exercised over provincial legislation is
carried out through the power of disallowance merely.
The decision that the Governor-General should be
merely the representative of the King and not an agent
of the British Government had a very important effect
in the case of South Africa. Previously the Governor-
General had been High Commissioner for South Africa,
in which capacity he controlled absolutely the adminis-
tration of the colony of Basutoland, and the protector-
ates of Bechuanaland and Swaziland. But clearly the
union of offices in the hands of an officer who was no
longer in subordination to the Crown was illogical, and
accordingly the connection was terminated in 1930,
when the British representative in the Union was
given the function of controlling these territories, and
of exercising the limited authority which is reserved to
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